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Staff SPOTLIGHT!

Toby Yak

Toby Yak PhD, MPH 
Toby V. Yak is an injury and WIC epidemiologist  
with the Iowa Department of Public Health  
(IDPH). Dr. Yak joined IDPH in 2013 as a  
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services  
Administration (SAMHSA) Center for Substance  
Abuse Prevention (CSAP) Prevention Fellow. He  
provides epidemiological and data analysis support  
for the Office of Disability, Injury and Violence Prevention and 
Women, Infants & Children Program in his current role. Dr. Yak 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree from North Dakota State 
University and an MPH degree and PhD in Public Health with 
a concentration in epidemiology from Walden University. As an 
epidemiologist, Dr. Yak’s focus is to help reduce the risk and 
occurrence of adverse health outcomes due to nutritional  
needs for children, violence, and injuries in Iowa through  
sound epidemiological principles, education, and evidence- 
based approaches.

UPCOMING EVENTS

IAVDRS will present and exhibit at the Annual County  
Medical Examiners Conference November 5-6, 2021. 

Our next Advisory Committee meeting will be January  
19, 2022 – mark your calendars now!

The national NVDRS Conference, scheduled for May  
2022 in Milwaukee WI may now be delayed until 2023  
due to Covid-19. Stay tuned for more updates! 

If you know of upcoming meetings or conferences where 
the IAVDRS could present or display materials, please let us 
know! You can reach out to Lisa Roth lisa-m-roth@uiowa.edu 
or Binnie LeHew vivian.lehew@idph.iowa.gov and they will 
work to get something scheduled.
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Partnering Together

This document was supported by Cooperative  
Agreement Number CDC-RFA-CE 19-1905 from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The  
findings and conclusions in this report are those of  
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control  
and Prevention.


